Commissioning Ceremony
Spring 2020

The Capital Battalion
Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps
Fifteen May Two Thousand Twenty

Overview
Section

Page

The Capital Battalion ……………………………………………………………………………….3
Message from the Class of 2020 ………………………………………………………………..4
Message from the Battalion ………………………………………………………………………5
The Naval Officer …………………………………………………………………………………..6
The Marine ……………………………………………………………………………………………7
Commanding Officer ……………………………………………………………………………..8
Executive Officer …………………………………………………………………………………..9
Commissioning Speaker ………………………………………………………………………..10
Commissioning Oath and Significance ……………………………………………………11
Class of 2020 ………………………………………………………………………………….12-19
Photos …………………………………………………………………………………………..20-22

Semper Fortis
Semper Fidelis
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The Capital Battalion NROTC

The Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps (NROTC) Program was established in 1926 to
train qualified young men and women for service as commissioned officers in the Navy or Marine
Corps. It is the largest single source of officers for both the Navy and Marine Corps. Each year,
students compete for scholarships worth in excess of $180,000, chosen based on not just academic
excellence but physical fitness and moral character as well. The Capital Battalion, established in
1984, is composed of over 100 Midshipmen from four different schools including the George
Washington University, Georgetown University, Howard University, and the Catholic University of
America.
Midshipmen are required to complete the course of study prescribed by the college or
university they attend. Midshipmen are also required to take several naval science courses in
addition to their college’s prescribed course load. Due to the increasing complexity of today’s Navy,
Navy Option Midshipmen are required to complete two semesters of calculus before the end of
their sophomore year and two semesters of calculus-based physics by the end of their junior year.
Upon graduation, Midshipmen are commissioned as Ensigns in the Navy or Second
Lieutenants in the Marine Corps. Each Midshipman’s service commitment varies according to the
community in which the graduate will serve. This year, our commissioning class comprises of
thirteen Ensigns and three Second Lieutenants from three of our four consortium schools.

3

From the Class of 2020

Family, friends, and shipmates, thank you for attending our commissioning ceremony. The
Commissioning Class of 2020 is grateful for each one of you. We are honored to have you with us as we begin
our careers in the United States Navy and Marine Corps.
Many of us have dreamt of this day, and now that it’s here, we are reminded of everyone who helped get
us to this point. The time that our officers and fellow midshipmen have invested in us has prepared us to enter
the fleet as Ensigns and Second Lieutenants. Our families’ love and support motivated us to continue along this
path of service. Our friends have provided love and honesty of who we are so that we may grow as individuals.
The commission that we are about to accept recognizes our hard work but it also reminds us of the gratitude
that we have for you all. You made us who we are today and we could not have achieved any of this without
you.
Though the circumstances of these past months were unexpected and uncertain, our commitment to the
goal of commissioning and serving has never changed or left our minds. This may not be the ceremony we
envisioned when we started this journey almost four years ago, but that does not lessen the significance of this
moment to us nor does it affect the good memories of our time working towards this ultimate objective. Our
resolve is undiminished, and we will always be grateful for the help, commitment, and spirit you have shown us
in these difficult times.
To our staff: thank you for the commitment you have made to mold us into leaders that are eager and
ready to guide Sailors and Marines. The time you have spent to ensure we are here today does not go
unnoticed. We will take the many lessons you have taught us and apply them throughout our careers.
To our battalion: thank you for being our family for the past four years. We have learned a great deal
leading you and we hope that you have learned from us as well. You have helped us grow our character,
leadership, and followership. If we have the opportunity to lead men and women just like you all, we will count
ourselves incredibly blessed.
To our families: a simple thank you does not do justice for how much you have sacrificed to get us here
today. Your love has shaped us into who we are. Your passion for our success has motivated us to pursue
excellence in all that we do. We hope to make you proud in all that we do. Your devotion and commitment to
raising us well pushes to do the same in how we will serve and lead those to come our way. We love you.
Now, with gracious hearts, we set our eyes to the fleet, yearning to serve with honor, courage, and
commitment.
Semper Fortis. Semper Fidelis.
-The Commissioning Class of 2020
4

From the Battalion

2/C: For three years we have had the privilege to grow alongside you, and every day you
demonstrated what it means to be outstanding officers and even better people. First you were our
mentors, then our leaders, and now our friends. You have inspired us to great achievements. As you
take on this next challenge know we could not be happier for you, and are right behind you. We are
grateful for the short time we spent together and are proud to call you our shipmates.
Congratulations.

3/C: The tireless effort you put into building mentorship and integrity within our unit never went
unnoticed. Last year, we admired you as instructors. This year, we’ve appreciated you as senior role
models and friends. In the coming years, we will remember you as the junior officers who prepared
us to lead this battalion. We have no doubt that each and every one of you will find unique success in
the fleet and have a lasting impact on every Sailor and Marine you lead. Thank you, congratulations,
and good luck.

4/C: To our nation’s newly commissioned warriors, we thank you for your mentorship and the
example you displayed as Midshipmen. Even though you will be moving on to greater adventures,
you will always be our mentors and role models. We thank you for your endless support, guidance,
and continuous teachings over the course of our time together. From our class to yours, we wish you
the utmost success in your future careers as United States Navy and Marine Corps Officers and we
look forward to serving with you in the future. Semper Fortis. Semper Fidelis.
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The Naval Officer
“It is by no means enough that an Officer of the Navy should be a
capable mariner. He must be that, of course, but also a great deal
more. He should be as well a gentleman of liberal education, refined
manners, punctilious courtesy, and the nicest sense of personal honor.
He should be the soul of tact, patience, justice, firmness, and charity.
No meritorious act of a subordinate should escape his attention or be
left to pass without its reward, even if the reward is only a word of
approval.
Conversely, he should not be blind to a single fault of any
subordinate, though, at the same time, he should be quick and
unfailing to distinguish error from malice, thoughtfulness from
incompetency, and well-meant shortcoming from heedless or stupid
blunder.
In one word, every Commander should keep constantly before him
the great truth, that to be well obeyed, he must be perfectly
esteemed.”

John Paul Jones
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The Marine
“In every battle and skirmish since the birth of our Corps, Marines
have acquitted themselves with the greatest distinction, winning new
honors on each occasion until the term “Marine” has come to signify
all that is highest in military efficiency.
Leadership is the sum of those qualities of intellect, human
understanding, and moral character that enables a person to inspire
and control a group of people successfully.
From the Battle of Trenton to the Argonne, Marines have won
foremost honors in war, and in the long eras of tranquility at home,
generation after generation of Marine have grown gray in war in both
hemispheres and in every corner of the seven seas, that our country
and its citizens might enjoy peace and security.”

John Archer Lejeune
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Commanding Officer
Captain Gary Patenaude
The Capital Battalion
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
Captain Gary “PATSY” Patenaude is a New England
native who graduated from James Madison University in 1989,
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in History. He entered Naval
Service in 1990, receiving a commission after completing Aviation
Officer Candidate School.
Captain Patenaude was designated an Unrestricted Naval Aviator as NAS Whiting Field in 1992.
His first fleet tour was with HSL-51, forward deployed at NAF Atsugi, Japan. He completed multiple
deployments, including two cruises to the CENTCOM area of responsibility. At the completion of his
tour, Captain Patenaude was selected to transition to the EA-6B Prowler.
Captain Patenaude was ordered to the Scorpions of VAQ-132 after jet training at NAS Kingsville
in 1998. He served with VAQ-132 for five years, deploying onboard USS George Washington in 2000
and 2002 and then onboard USS John F. Kennedy in 2004. During these deployments, the Scorpions
supported many operations including VIGILANT SHIELD, SOUTHERN WATCH, ENDURING
FREEDOM, and IRAQI FREEDOM.
Captain Patenaude was then ordered to the United States Strategic Command where he served as
a Strike Advisor, assisting Commander USSTRATCOM with nuclear war plans. He was selected to lead
the operational development and testing of distributed command and control centers.
Captain Patenaude was selected for command and ordered to VAQ-137. He met the ROOKS
while deployed to the Arabian Gulf onboard USS Enterprise and took over as Executive Officer,
ultimately assuming command in January of 2009. Following his command tour he was selected to be
Executive Assistant to Commander Tenth Fleet/Fleet Cyber Command. During his tour, he aided the
stand up and structuring of the Navy component to the United States Cyber Command.
Captain Patenaude proceeded to the National War College in 2011 and upon graduation, was
ordered to the Office of Secretary of Defense as a readiness analyst, working in Global Force
Management and readiness recovery. He most recently commanded Training Air Wing Two abroad
Naval Air Station Kingsville, TX. Captain Patenaude has flown over 3000 hours in Naval Aircraft, made
hundreds of small deck helicopter landings and over 500 carrier arrested landings.
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Executive Officer
Commander Mark Knollmueller
The Capital Battalion
Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
Commander Knollmueller graduated from the
United States Naval Academy with a B.S. in Political Science
in 1991. After brief assignments to the Office of the Naval
Advisor in Berlin, Germany and Navy Recruiting District
Headquarters in Miami, FL he reported to flight training and
was subsequently designated a Naval Flight Officer in January
1993. He was then assigned to VP-47 at Barbers Point, HI.
During this tour he completed three deployments, including two to the Arabian Gulf/Indian
Ocean/Western Pacific, where he flew maritime patrol flights in support of Operation SOUTHERN
WATCH. In January 1997, Commander Knollmueller was assigned to the Commander, Patrol Wings
Pacific Fleet Tactical Training Team at Barbers Point, HI as a classroom and simulator instructor.
In April 2000 he reported onboard USS Constellation (CV-64) as a Catapult and Arresting Gear
Officer. While onboard, Commander Knollmueller completed one deployment to the Arabian Gulf in
support of Operation SOUTHERN WATCH. He returned to VP-47 in October 2002 while deployed
to Misawa, Japan. He completed one deployment to the C5F AOR, where he served as Officer-in-Charge
of the C5F MPRA detachment at Bahrain; and flew combat support missions in support of Operation
IRAQI FREEDOM. In June 2004 Commander Knollmueller reported as the Air Operations Officer on
the staff of Commander, Anti-Submarine Warfare Forces, Pacific, at Pearl Harbor, HI. While on staff he
earned designation as Theater ASW Battle Watch Captain with both CTF-34 (Pearl Harbor) and CTF74 (Yokosuka, Japan).
In February 2007, he reported to the Department of the Navy Program Information Center,
Director Navy Staff (DNS-6), in Washington D.C. In February 2010, he reported to the Office of the
Naval Inspector General in Washington, D.C. In June 2014, he reported to what is now the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA). There he served as the Deputy and Acting Director for Policy
and Strategic Planning. At the conclusion of this tour, Commander Knollmueller earned designation as a
Joint Qualified Officer. He arrived as the Executive Officer of the George Washington University
NROTC Unit in June of 2017.
Commander Knollmueller has logged over 2300 flight hours. He holds a M.A. Degree (with
Distinction) from Hawaii Pacific University; a M.S. Degree (Distinguished Graduate) from the National
Defense University; and a Doctorate of Education from George Washington University. His decorations
include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal and the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal
(six awards), as well as numerous individual, unit, service, and campaign ribbons and medals. He and his
wife, Kathy, currently reside in Vienna, Virginia.
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Commissioning Speaker

Rear Admiral Kenneth R. Blackmon
Rear Admiral Kenneth R. Blackmon is a native of Chesterfield, New Jersey. He was
commissioned in 1989 through the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps program at George Washington
University and earned a Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs with a specialization in International
Economics. He holds a Master of Science in Financial Planning and is a graduate of the Air Command
and Staff College.
As a surface warfare officer, he served as strike warfare officer; electrical officer and
navigator/administrative officer aboard USS David R. Ray (DD 971). He affiliated with the Navy Reserve
in 1993.
RDML Blackmon deployed five times in support of Operations Earnest Will, Desert Shield,
Desert Storm, Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom. He has operated at sea in the Atlantic, Pacific and
Indian Oceans; Mediterranean, Caribbean and Red Seas; Gulf of Mexico and the Arabian Gulf.
Mobilizations include March to December 2003 to U.S. Pacific Fleet and June 2010 to July 2011 to U.S.
Central Command. His last deployment was July to August 2014 aboard USS America (LHA 6) as chief of
staff, Task Force 49 during America’s maiden transit around South America.
Staff assignments include Navy Reserve (NR) NATO Combined Joint Operations from the Sea
Centre of Excellence, NR Joint Enabling Capabilities Command, NR Tactical Training Group Atlantic,
NR Allied Command Transformation Detachment 106, NR Naval Control of Shipping Atlantic 304 and
NR Naval Base Philadelphia.
Reserve Commands include NR Littoral Combat Ship Squadron 2, NR Expeditionary Strike
Group 3, NR Fleet Technical Support Center Detachment 204, NR Recruiting Support Unit Detachment
466 and NR Mobile Mine Assembly Unit 3. He has joint experience with U.S. Central Command, U.S.
Pacific Command, U.S. Transportation Command and NATO.
RDML Blackmon assumed duties as Deputy Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet on October 1, 2019.
RDML Blackmon’s personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service
Medal (two awards), Meritorious Service Medal and other personal, unit, service and campaign awards.
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The Commissioning Oath –
United States Military
“I, [state your name], do solemnly swear that I will support and
defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental
reservations or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully
discharge the duties of the office upon which I am about to enter.
So help me God.”

Significance
“The first law of the United States of America, entered in the first session of Congress on 1 June
1789, was statute 1, chapter 1: an act to regulate the time and manner of administering certain oaths, which
established the oath required by civil and military officials to support the Constitution. The founding fathers
agreed upon the importance of ensuring that officials promised their allegiance; indeed, very little debate
occurred before the first Congress passed this statute. Although the wording of the military officer’s oath has
changed several times in the past two centuries, the basic foundation has withstood the test of time. The
current oath is more than a mere formality that adds to the pageantry of a commissioning or promotion
ceremony- it provides a foundation for leadership decisions.
Military oaths date back to ancient Rome, where soldiers pledged loyalty to a specific general for a
specific campaign. After the campaign ended, the oath no longer applied. By 100 b.c., Rome had established
a professional military, and the oath became effective for the soldier’s full 20-year service. Since then, this
custom has continued and expanded.
The first official oath of office for US military officers under the Constitution was established on 1
June 1789. The law implemented the requirement in Article 6 of the Constitution that “Senators and
Representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several state legislatures, and all executive and
judicial officers, both of the United States and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to
support this Constitution.” The first oath was short and to the point: “I, A.B., do solemnly swear or affirm
(as the case may be) that I will support the Constitution of the United States.”
From: “The Oath of Office: A Historical Guide to Moral Leadership” by Lt Col Kenneth Keskel, USAF
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Class of 2020
Ensign Miya Niki Bernal
Submarine Officer
Tokyo, Japan
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Physics
Minors in Criminal Justice, Mathematics, and Naval
Science

Will be reporting to Nuclear Power School in
Charleston, South Carolina.
Personal Message:
Thanks to everybody who supported me to get to this
point.
It was a pleasure to be in the Class of 2020 with my
fellow MIDN living through highs and lows.
Let the journey begin.

Ensign Brendan Michael Breen
Student Naval Aviator
Plymouth, Massachusetts
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Applied Mathematics
Minors in International Affairs and Naval Science

Will be reporting to Aviation Preflight Indoctrination in
Pensacola, Florida.
Personal Message:
Thank you to my family, my friends, and everyone who
has supported me throughout the past 4 years. Most
importantly, I am forever indebted to my mom, my dad,
and my brother. They have provided me with every
opportunity to succeed in life, and without them, I
would not be Ensign Breen. I look forward to the future,
but remember the incredible memories and friends that
I made in the Capital Battalion. Semper Fortis
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Class of 2020
Ensign Nolan James Carvalho
Cryptologic Warfare Officer
Milton, Massachusetts
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to Information Warfare Basic
Course of Instruction in Virginia Beach, Virginia.
Personal Message:
Thank you to my family for all the support they have
given me. Thank you to my computer engineering
friends for pulling me through all the hard moments.
Most of all, thank you to my fiancé for her support
and love through my entire journey.

Ensign Justin Thomas Conner
Submarine Officer
Kingston, Massachusetts
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to Nuclear Power School in
Charleston, South Carolina.
Personal Message:
These past four years were an amazing journey because
of the midshipmen and officers of the Capital Battalion.
I could not be more grateful for the community I found
here and what I learned from the process. I'm excited
for what comes next as I join the fleet. Semper Fortis
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Class of 2020
Second Lieutenant Matthew Browne Gilson
Marine Corps Officer
Easton, Massachusetts
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in Organizational Science
Minor in Business Administration

Will be reporting to The Basic School in Quantico,
Virginia.
Personal Message:
There is still a long journey ahead, but I wanted to
thank God and everyone who has made this dream
become possible and helped me continue to strive to
become the best version of myself. Jeremiah 29:11

Ensign Alanis Lyseth Guerra
Surface Warfare Officer
Providence, Rhode Island
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to USS Mustin (DDG-89)
homeported in Yokosuka, Japan.
Personal Message:
I want to thank my loving parents for challenging me
to carve my own path through adversity and difficulty.
Without those hard life lessons, I may not have been
equipped to handle the trials and tribulations I've
encountered since leaving home or anticipate those
that lie ahead.
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Class of 2020
Ensign Oliver Garrett Locher
Surface Warfare Officer
Apex, North Carolina
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to USS Gridley (DDG-101)
homeported in Everett, Washington.
Personal Message:
Thank you to my family, without them I would
achieve far less. Their love, support, and teaching
are priceless. I love you all. Additionally, these are
some people who make me better everyday:
Delaney Foster, Alex Chen, Brett Pieper, and
Devon Lee. Tetelestai.

Ensign Logan Gage Godlewski Metzger
Surface Warfare Officer
Wallingford, Connecticut
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to USS Rafael Peralta (DDG-115)
homeported in San Diego, shifting to Yokosuka,
Japan.
Personal Message:
Thank you to my family for always standing by me
and helping me get to this point in my life. I'm excited
to begin my career as a Naval Officer and I am
looking forward to serving on the USS Rafael Peralta!
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Class of 2020
Second Lieutenant Matthew Elliott Michael
Marine Corps Officer
Washington, DC
Georgetown University
Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service
Minor in Russian

Will be reporting to The Basic School in Quantico,
Virginia.
Personal Message:
See you in the fleet.

Ensign Timothy Brendan Moore
Student Naval Aviator
Danbury, Connecticut
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to Aviation Preflight Indoctrination in
Pensacola, Florida.
Personal Message:
Words cannot describe how grateful I am to have been
a part of this program. Thank you to my family, friends,
mentors, and fellow midshipmen for supporting me
throughout this journey. I am looking forward to starting
the next chapter of my adventure in naval aviation.
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Class of 2020
Ensign John Peter Miller
Student Naval Aviator
Rochester, New York
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in History and Political Science
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to Aviation Preflight Indoctrination
in Pensacola, Florida.
Personal Message:
There are not enough words to express how grateful
I am for the support and guidance of my family,
friends, professors, mentors, and fellow midshipmen.
This program has helped me grow so much as a
person and it has me looking forward to the future.

Ensign Brett Daniel Pieper
Naval Special Warfare Officer
Bloomfield, Michigan
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in Middle Eastern Studies
Minors in Arabic and Naval Science

Will be reporting to Naval Amphibious Base in
Coronado, California.
Personal Message:
Thank you to everyone who has given me the
opportunities and the blessing to be here right now.
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Class of 2020
Ensign Samuel Graham Rosen
Student Naval Aviator
Dallas, Texas
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to Aviation Preflight
Indoctrination in Pensacola, Florida
Personal Message:
Thank you to my family, friends, GWU NROTC
Staff, and Professors for helping me over the last
four years. Without your guidance, mentorship,
and persistence I would not be here today.

“If Rosen can pass calc and physics, you can too!"
- everyone

Ensign Joshua Jay Shaw
Surface Warfare Officer
Mt. Bethel, Pennsylvania
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs
Minor in Naval Science

Will be reporting to USS Paul Hamilton (DDG-60)
homeported in San Diego, California.
Personal Message:
I want to thank my friends and family for supporting
me and being my moral compass.
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Class of 2020
Second Lieutenant Patrick William Skawski
Marine Corps Officer
Ithaca, New York
The George Washington University
Bachelor of Science in Astronomy and
Astrophysics

Will be reporting to The Basic School in Quantico,
Virginia.
Personal Message:
Get up, get after it, get some.

Ensign Cecori Fené Squires
Surface Warfare Officer
Raleigh, North Carolina
Howard University
Bachelor of Science in Political Science
Minors in Spanish and Naval Science

Will be reporting to USS Barry (DDG-52)
homeported in Yokosuka, Japan.
Personal Message:
Thank you to my family for helping me through this
process. I could not have made it through this
program without your continual support. I love you!
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